Four Decades of Advancing Health
Medical Research and Public Health Philanthropy of the Milken
Organizations
The Milken Family Foundation was established in 1982 to provide a formal structure and
professional management for the philanthropic activities that had been conducted privately since
the 1970s by Michael and Lowell Milken.
The organizations that have been created since then under the Foundation and, later, the Milken
Institute, address what is arguably the greatest challenge and opportunity faced by every nation
on earth – the health of people everywhere. In pursuing their varied missions, these groups have
followed several common strategies:
•

Recruit world-class human capital.

•

Support young investigators early in their careers for the greatest probability of
breakthrough discoveries.

•

Convene the right people and institutions at events that drive life-saving progress.

•

Develop best practices among all sectors involved in research and public health.

•

Conduct rigorous research, publish reports and mobilize teams to act on them.

•

Inform policymakers and the public.

•

Engage people and resources internationally.

•

Act with urgency knowing that time equals lives.

Over the past century, medical research produced drugs, vaccines, treatments and devices that
extended lives and enhanced the quality of life for people around the world. In fact, we have
nearly quadrupled the gains of all previous history: Over four million years, the average life
expectancy of our evolutionary ancestors increased a total of 11 years. The early apes lived 20
years; “modern” man averaged 31 years across the planet by 1900.

Despite horrific wars and pandemics that killed hundreds of millions during the 20th century, life
spans were extended from 31 to an average of 72 worldwide and close to 80 in America. The
human and social benefits of this advance are incalculable. But there’s also a remarkable
economic benefit. In real, inflation-adjusted terms, the per-capita economic output of Americans
is eight times that of our 19th-century ancestors. As much as half of all economic growth since
the Industrial Revolution is directly linked to health initiatives.
Since 1900, a host of maladies—diphtheria, measles, whooping cough, polio, tetanus, typhoid
and smallpox, among others—have been mostly controlled. Medical research has also
significantly reduced the burden of cancer and heart disease. Data from the National Cancer
Institute show that the risk of dying from cancer decreased 22% between 1991 and 2011.
By 2010, more than 80% of cancer-stricken children were surviving at least five years, up from
about 50% in 1975. Heart disease and stroke deaths have also fallen dramatically.
In some disease groups, results have been especially remarkable. Deaths from prostate cancer,
for example, have fallen by more than half since 1993 – a period when deaths were expected to
increase significantly as the baby boom generation aged. As a result, actual deaths are more than
80 percent below earlier projections, an achievement that has saved millions of lives worldwide.
The potential of public health to save, extend and enhance lives can be seen in the dramatic
results of the most effective interventions. For example, 20 years ago, nearly all African women
suffering from AIDS transmitted the HIV virus to their babies during childbirth. Today, thanks
to anti-viral medications distributed by public health programs, less than two percent of these
babies are infected. We have also saved millions of children from serious illness and death by
delivering vaccines for other diseases.
Following is a summary of health initiatives by Milken organizations.
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1979 – Following the death of their father from cancer, Michael and Lowell Milken began
planning for an organization that would consolidate their previous private philanthropy and have
a greater social impact through professionally managed support of medical research.
1982 – The Milken Family Foundation (MFF) began a series of grants supporting medical
research that over the next decade contributed to a number of breakthroughs. Among those who
received awards in the 1980s were Dr. Dennis Slamon, who later discovered Herceptin, a
revolutionary treatment for one type of breast cancer; Dr. Steven Rosenberg, who reported a
major breakthrough in the development of successful gene therapy that for the first time in
history harnesses the body's own immune system to shrink tumors; Dr. Bert Vogelstein, who did
pioneering work on the incalculably important p53 gene whose mutant form is believed to be
involved in more than half of human cancers; Dr. Owen Witte, whose subsequent work provided
the basis for the development of the breakthrough drug Gleevec, now used as a frontline therapy
for patients with chronic myelogenous leukemia; Dr. Lawrence Einhorn, the developer of a
highly successful chemotherapy regimen for testicular cancer; Dr. Philip Leder, a pioneer in
molecular biology who contributed to the deciphering of the genetic code; and many more.
1984 – The MFF endowed a chair at the Harvard Medical School/Dana Farber Cancer Center
and provided many other grants to keep young researchers in their labs when they were tempted
to pursue more-lucrative clinical practices. Michael Milken has said, "Of all the programs we've
supported over the last generation, the biggest payoff in terms of social benefit has come from
the awards to young investigators."
1993 – The MFF funded establishment of CaP CURE to support medical research and raise
awareness of preventive screenings. The name CaP CURE signifies three goals: “Ca” is a
shorthand notation that medical professionals use to designate cancer; “CaP” indicates cancer of
the prostate; and “CURE” symbolized the ultimate goal of major progress against all deadly
diseases. CaP CURE quickly becomes the model for research organizations across a wide range
of life-threatening diseases.
1994 – CaP CURE increased its focus on prevention and funding of nutrition research at major
U.S. medical centers.
1994 – CaP CURE convened and supported its first research outside the United States,
eventually leading to grants for researchers at more than 200 institutions in 19 countries.
1995 – Michael Milken organized the first Cancer Summit in Washington outlining 10 goals for
progress.
1995 – CaP CURE funded the first of 10 tissue banks that give medical investigators powerful
tools to advance their research.
1996 – Milken begins planning for a March on Washington to demand greater research funding.
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1997 – Calls by Milken and others on members of Congress advocated greater health funding
for agencies involved in medical research, science and public health.
1997 – CaP CURE funds early work on immunotherapy by Dr. James Allison, who studies the
process by which cancer spreads by turning off the body’s normal immune-system response.
More than a decade later this leads to the revolutionary checkpoint-inhibitor drugs Yervoy,
Keytruda and Opdivo. Allison wins the Lasker-DeBakey Award, often called the “American
Nobel.”
1998 – The March on Washington brought hundreds of thousands from 600 organizations and
medical centers to the National Mall and dozens of other sites around the country to demand
greater funding for health agencies. Congress later doubled funding for the National Institutes
of Health and tripled funds for the National Cancer Institute.
1998 – The first of two cookbooks co-authored by Milken to encourage healthy eating was
published and quickly became a best-seller.
1999 – The Milken Institute Global Conference included a series of panels on medical research,
public health and global health that would become a regular feature of this annual event.
2001 – Milken’s TED Conference presentation advocated greater dedication to bioscience and
announced plans for a new organization in Washington, DC to accelerate science.
2002 – Plans proceeded to split CaP CURE into three organizations: FasterCures (see 2003,
below), the Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF), and the National Dialogue on Cancer.
2003 – FasterCures was established in Washington as a center of the Milken Institute dedicated
to accelerating medical solutions. Over the following decade, it routinely convened what one
pharma CEO called "the board of directors of the bioscience revolution," including diseasespecific organizations; philanthropists; executives of pharmaceutical, biotechnology and
medical-device manufacturers; academic medical centers; venture capitalists; government
agencies; and members of Congress. The FasterCures TRAIN program convened dozens of
disease research and advocacy organizations and disseminated best-practices information.
2004 – The Milken Institute Review published the first of 22 articles on the economics of public
health issues, medical research and healthcare.
2007 – A widely noted Milken Institute research report, "An Unhealthy America: The Economic
Burden of Chronic Disease," estimated that obesity costs the U.S. more than $1 trillion a year. In
the years following that seminal report, several more Institute reports dealt with prevention and
wellness issues, aging and American leadership in biomedicine – including a 2014 follow-up to
"An Unhealthy America."
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2007 – Michael Milken helped launch the Melanoma Research Alliance, which has become the
world’s largest private funder of research on deadly skin cancers. MRA’s $80 million in grants
has supported research leading to 11 FDA-approved therapies.
2010 – A multimedia report synthesized several Milken Institute reports and hundreds of
speeches on the role of research and prevention.
2011 – The Milken Institute convened the Lake Tahoe Retreat to accelerate bioscience. One
strategy emerging from this event was to advocate for a new entity within the NIH to transform
the translational science process. The following year, a bipartisan coalition in Congress passed
legislation establishing the National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences (NCATS) and
President Obama signed the bill.
2012 – The Milken Institute report “Waistlines of the World” documented the effect of
information and communications technology on obesity.

2012 – The Milken Institute hosted “A Celebration of Science” in Washington on the campus of
George Washington University and at the headquarters campus of the NIH. Senior members of
Congress from both parties and members of the Administration joined more than 1,000 leaders
in bioscience, medicine, public health, industry and philanthropy to reaffirm the importance of
bioscience as a way to change the world for future generations.
2013 – Dr. Thomas Frieden, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, joined
the Milken Institute Global Conference and the Partnering for Cures conference to raise
awareness of health issues. Meanwhile, several years of increasingly close collaboration
between the Milken Institute and George Washington University (GW) and its School of Public
Health led to planning for a formalized alliance.
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2014 – The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the latest of six major new cancer
treatments that emerged from research supported by the Prostate Cancer Foundation.
2014 – The Milken Institute and the CDC Foundation co-sponsored a major conference on
public health at CDC headquarters in Atlanta. Members of Congress, industry leaders,
foundation heads, major philanthropists, leading scientists and university presidents joined to
reaffirm America's commitment to public health.
2014 – The Milken Institute School of Public Health at George Washington University was
renamed in recognition of $80 million in gifts. The school launched a Global Center for
Prevention and Wellness under the direction of Dr. William Dietz.
2014 – Michael Milken testified before Congress urging passage of the 21st Century Cures Act.
2015 – The Milken Institute published “Drink Different,” which linked rising obesity to the
intake of heavily sugar-sweetened beverages.

2015 – The Milken Institute announced the establishment of the Center for Public Health to
consolidate Institute initiatives in this area that had begun more than a decade earlier.
2016 – The first annual Summit on Public Health was held in Washington, DC.
2016 – Recognizing a $25-million gift, the Center for Public Health was renamed the Lynda and
Stewart Resnick Center for Public Health at the Milken Institute.
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2016 – In a Wall Street Journal op-ed article, Michael Milken urged Congress to pass the 21st
Century Cures Act, legislation he had discussed with a bipartisan coalition on Capitol Hill for
more than two years. The next day, the U.S. House of Representatives voted in favor of the Act
by the overwhelmingly positive margin of 392-26. Later, the Senate passed the bill 94-5 and
sent it to President Obama, who signed it into law.
2017 – An FDA advisory committee unanimously recommends approval of the “CAR-T”
therapy developed by Carl June, M.D. and colleagues at the Center for Cellular
Immunotherapies at the University of Pennsylvania. The New York Times calls this therapy,
which treats acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children, “utterly transformative.” The Prostate
Cancer Foundation was an early funder of Dr. June’s work and continues to fund the next
generation of CAR-T cells.
2017 – The Milken Institute Future of Health Summit in Washington, DC convened
international leaders of science, health, medicine, business, academia, politics, and philanthropy
to address the most pressing challenges in public health.
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